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PRE CHRISTMAS PLEASURES – FROM FRANKFURT TO VIENNA

Germany and Austria - what better place to be during the festive time of year! You’ll be dazzled by the beautiful decorations, the festive lights, and the special atmosphere that only a visit to a Christmas market on a cold, crisp winter’s day can bring.  Always wanted a “cool Yule”?  Then seize the opportunity!

RIVER CRUISING ON THE WARM AND WONDERFUL AVALON LUMINARY! 
Unpack and enjoy! For 11 nights the brand new Avalon Luminary will cruise us down the rivers Main and Danube – the quaint riverside villages, festooned with Christmas lights and snow dusted laurels will be readily viewed from our outside staterooms. Many will be visited and guided sightseeing will ensure that we make the most of our time in these Christmas wonderlands! 

On board we shall enjoy superb dining with regional wine included with dinner each evening. We will also be well entertained with musicians, craftspeople and story tellers coming on board to share their talents.  Festive music and Christmas specialty foods will be featured.  

PACKAGE HIGHLIGHTS

· 2 nights in Frankfurt - breakfast and transfers to Avalon Luminary 
· 11 nights on board Avalon Luminary, all meals included, regional wines with dinner and gratuities

· Time spent in Miltenburg, Bamberg, Nuremberg, Munich, Regensburg, Melk and Vienna with guided sightseeing
· 2 additional nights in Vienna – breakfast and transfers from Luminary
· The opportunity to extend your time in Europe, pre or post cruise
VALUE PLUS CRUISE TOUR LAND PACKAGE PRICE PER PERSON

Cruise Berth

Twin Share 

Sole Use



Category E


$5450.00

$7450.00

Category A


$6699.00

$9199.00

Categroy P


$6950.00

$9550.00

ADD TO YOUR PRE CHRISTMAS RIVER CRUISE EXPERIENCE
Wings Away will be happy to assist with competitive air fares in conjunction with this tour. Take the opportunity to extend your time in Europe, pre or post cruise. 

Ask about packages to Prague, Paris, Portofino and places in between!

WINGS AWAY TRAVEL,

55 ROSE ST., ESSENDON  3040 Lic.32025 

Tel: 03 9337 3744 or Freecall 1800 800 640

Email: groups@wingsaway.com.au 

ITINERARY – FESTIVE FUN AND FABULOUS HIGHLIGHTS! 
28 Nov
2010
FRANKFURT

Let the celebrations begin! Gather for a “welcome Gluhwein” and the opportunity to meet fellow tour members.  Then step out in to the old town area to soak up the atmosphere on our first night in “winter wonderland “. 

29 Nov

FRANKFURT 

(B)

The Frankfurt Christmas Market is one of the most important in Germany. The setting in the surroundings of the Römerberg and Paulsplatz plus the huge Christmas tree also make it one of its most beautiful. Enjoy your time in this historic walking district. 

30 Nov

EMBARKATION

Awake to bells chiming from the nearby church, calling you to attend a morning concert or simply further explore. This afternoon a warm welcome will be extended by the Crew on Avalon Luminary our home for the next 11 nights.

1 DEC

MILTENBERG

Get into the festive spirit in Miltenberg, at one of the prettiest Christmas markets in northern Bavaria, located within walking distance of the ship. We will join a guided walk of this small medieval and romantic town. After lunch, learn how to bake a local soft cookie specialty, before enjoying free time in Wertheim where glassblowing is the tradition and the shops featuring glass decorations will delight. 
2 DEC

WURZBURG and ROTHENBERG

On our walking tour of Wursburg, known as the “pearl of the Romantic Road” we will be greeted by spicy smells and the sound of traditional Christmas songs as we approach the market place. After a visit to the Bishop’s Residenz and lunch on board, we are off to the walled city of Rothenburg – a city steeped in history with its many ramparts, fountains and cobbled lanes. Consider a visit to the fascinating Weinachsmuseum, or Christmas Museum.
3 DEC

BAMBERG


Bamberg's popular "Route of Nativity Scenes" links about 35 churches, museums, public buildings and places with a series of remarkably diverse Christmas cribs and creates a uniquely festive atmosphere as Christmas approaches.  A guided walk of this UNESCO World Heritage site is included before we once again embark Luminary to continue our journey. 

4 DEC

NUREMBERG

Marvel at the historic city of Nuremberg with its gothic churches and elegant patrician houses. Nuremberg hosts Germany’s most famous Christmas market, which dates back to 1628. The Old Town is illuminated with festive lights and decorations. After dinner, we will be introduced to some of Germany’s most famous beers. 


5 DEC

EXCURSION TO MUNICH

After a scenic drive, arrive in Munich, the capital of Bavaria. Included sightseeing will take us past the city highlights. The aroma of roasting chestnuts and gingerbread and the strains of alpine Christmas music will beckon us to the market. Nearby you will find one of the largest markets specialising in mangers and nativity accessories. 

6 DEC

NUREMBERG AT LEISURE

Nuremberg’s traditions include the famous Lebkuchen, toy making and metal working. The toy museum is well worth a visit. Venture to the   “little town from Wood and Cloth” where about 180 stalls, festooned with red and white cloth, feature souvenirs such as the famous “Nuremberg Plum People”. Enjoy some Nuremberg roast sausages and mugs of mulled wine whilst wandering! 

7 DEC

REGENSBURG

Enjoy a walking tour of one of Germany’s best preserved cities – Regensburg – and marvel at some of the city’s architectural highlights including the Old Town Hall, the beautiful white and gold Old Chapel and the Porta Praetoria gates to an ancient Rome fort built in 179AD, all decorated for the festive season. 
8 DEC

PASSAU-LINZ

Located at the confluence of the Rivers Inn, Ilz and Danube, Passau is a city of graceful arcades and cobblestone streets. Consider an optional full day excursion to Salzburg to take in the popular “Sound of Music” sights as well as more Christmas cheer. Linz, Austria’s 3rd largest town, lies on the banks of the Danube and is an important industrial town and a busy river port. 

9 DEC

MELK-VIENNA

Enjoy a guided visit to Melk’s magnificent Benedictine Abbey – one of Europe’s largest monasteries. Arrive in Vienna – the “City of Music” this evening where you have the opportunity to enjoy an “optional” concert. 

10 DEC

VIENNA 


Enjoy a guided sightseeing tour of Austria’s capital city – including a visit to the lavish Hofburg Palace, the impressive Vienna Opera House, the majestic Ring Boulevard and the awe-inspiring St Stephen’s Cathedral. (B,L,D)

11/12 DEC
VIENNA

Time to say farewell to the Crew and new found friends as we disembark Avalon Luminary this morning and transfer to our downtown hotel located close to the Town Hall, shopping streets and many highlights of this elegant city. We will have two days to explore, drink coffee, eat Sachertorte and soak up the festive season.

13 DEC

FAREWELL

Today we go our separate ways – when our journeys end the friendships and memories continue forever!
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